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(cont'd from prey pg) 

None of this finds its way into Canada's 
print or electronic media. Articles or letters to 
the editor that allude to it are as effectively 
banned by editorial rejection as are similar 
views from radio and television talk shows 
whose hosts either shut participants off or 
ridicule them before hand-picked panels. 

Macaulay's fourth estate has long ceased 
to report the news ; by selective reporting it 
controls it. 

To Toronto's newspapers, to Saturday 
Night and MacJeans's, to the CBC, and to most 
of Canada's print 
and electronic 
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revolution, a nation will be either an aggres­
sive player or a cultural victim. Governments 
will eventually realize that television production 
is like steel or aeronautics. You're either in the 
game or you're not --- you're just an importer. 

"The so-called disappearance of public 
space will probably have its most profound 
effect in the United States .. . And will, I think, 
created a moral imperative for the United 
States to assure that free basic television, 
television which serves the public agenda, is 
preserved and enlarged in the face of elec­
tronic segregation of knowledge and informa­
tion." 
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qualities that were merely confirmed on arrival 
and ever since : polite, but still blunt when 
necessary; practical and down to earth ; in­
dependent yet ready to help (but not to 
interfere) ; not class conscious. 

Canadians are as different from Ameri ­
cans as they are from the English or French, 
or for that matter from Australians or Kiwis, and 
I believe the distinguishing features derive 
chiefly from the land itself. The pioneers who 
shaped the land and brought civilization to the 
wilderness were shaped in turn. 

media, the One 
Hundred and Fifty 
Per Cent Revolu­
tion was not news 
at the time, nor is 
it news now. The 

·The unprecedented growth of the 
State accords with the views and aims 

Now 
words are 
disturbing. 

those 
very 

Tele-
vision is an im­
mensely powerful 
medium. Mr . 
Starowicz's so-cal -

Canadians know who they are and the 
most compelling evidence is the transforma­
tion, at the second generation, of immigrants 
from a multitude of places and cultures into 
Canadians. 

of journalists and commentators who 
have shifted the centre to the left_· 

Contrary to the fears of Mr. Veilleux, that 
natural process is under attack from the 
State-funded groups whose interest lies in 
creating division and hostility, and who consti­
tute part of the public agenda that Mr. 
Starowicz is so keen to propagate. 

unprecedented 
growth of the State accords with the views and 
aims of journalists and commentators who 
have shifted the centre to the left. 

In 1973, Watergate was on Canada's front 
pages, yet Richard Nixon had not subverted 
the Constitution, he had not required Ameri­
cans to seek proficiency in a second language 
if they aspired to work for their federal 
government, nor had he, an admitted practi­
tioner of deceit, used deception to change the 
American system of government. 

Where were Canada's reporters when 
Britain's foremo st constitutional authority, 
Enoch J. Powell , spoke to the Canada Bill in 
the British House of Commons of March 3, 
198:?? He said: "We are obliged to deduce 
that the Canadian Government, by inducing 
th e Canadian Parliament to make this request 
in this form, were engaged in deceiving one or 
more important interests in Canada about the 
result of that Constitution being placed first on 
the statute book of Britain and then being 
patriated to Canada .. . We are being used as a 
tool to produce political results in Canada that 
could not have been produced without that 
form of deception." 

In 1981 , the Rt. Hon. Bora Laskin said: 
"Mer the Canadian Bill of Rights we had 
twenty years of good jurisprudence. I predict 
that after the proposed Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms we will have fifty years of dissent. " 

Last month Mark Starowicz, who is per­
haps the CBC's most influential personage, 
gave a lecture at the Canadian Embassy in 
Washington in which he said : " In the television 

led free television 
which serves the public agenda is serving the 
monopoly of the State's arbitrary power that 
your Chief Executive Officer and I went to war 
about fifty-four years ago. 

What AI Ballantyne 's and my contem­
poraries look upon as "our war" was a 
struggle for individual freedom against the 
State's arbitrary power that culminated in the 
Nazi tyranny. 

Mr. Starowicz spoke in Washington two 
centuries after two Americans saw things 
somewhat more clearly than he does. George 
Washington said : " Government is not reason; 
it is not eloquence; 

Tomorrow morning four of us who repre­
sent the Bomber Harris Trust will be meeting 
with legal counsel fo finali ze our Statement of 
Claim in an action against the CBC, the 
National Film Board and others to rectify the 
distortion of historical fact and counter the 
denigration of Canadian Aircrew by the film 
DEATH BY MOONLIGHT: BOMBER COM­
MAND of the CBC's 3-part television series 
The Valour and the Horror, first broadcast in 
January, 1992. (Editor : The Class Action suit 
was filed in Ontario Court (General Division) 

on July 12, 1993.) 
it is force. Like fire, 
it is a dangerous 
servant and a fear­
ful master." 

James Madi-

"George Washington said : 
'Government is not 
reason; it is not elo-

Which allows 
me to end th is 
somewhat unhappy 
story on a more 
c h ee rful not e. 
Despite the revolu ­
tionaries' chi -

son warned of the 
need for "a con ­
stant diffusion of 

quence; it is force_ 'II 

power, for in no man or government does 
great power safely reside. " 

I think the CBC's president Gerard Veil ­
leux is a good man but this is what he said last 
March : "The CBC is a vitally important national 
institution. If we don't protect it, it's not only 
the CBC but our national identity which is in 
danger. " 

I had the good fortune to meet many 
Canadians during the three years of RAF 
service before I was posted to Canada as an 
instructor in August 1939, and I had no 
difficulty in detecting a Canadian identity. I saw 

canery, Canada is 
still a democracy. Our co llectivized welfare 
state is collapsing like the others. The elec­
tronic revolution will do to our home-grown 
dictators what it did to their political soul-mates 
in Eastern Europe. The intrinsic bias of the 
media will be blind -sided by electronic town 
hall meetings and referendums on major 
issues of poli cy. 

In short, there is a growing consensus for 
the practical, down-to-earth attitutdes that are 
inherently Canadian. Democracy works its way 
through in time ; it just takes patience --- and a 
freer press. <END> 

"To some, freedom means the opportunity to do what they want to do; to most it means not to do what 
they don't want to do _" --- Eric Hoffer 
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(· .. SOCIALISM cont'd Irom pg 7) 

paper and advertising revenue would be in the 
hands of the regime. Secure freedom of the 
press depends on economic pluralism --- on 
the existence of numerous and diverse non­
government enterprises, interested in selling 
their respective goods and services rather 
than in supporting the policies of those in 
power. 

In the short run, state control over the 
economy strengthens a socialist regime politi­
cally. In the long run, however, the economic 
controls prove ruinous. Socialism destroys 
itself. but it takes a great deal with it. 
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tries have no incentive to try anything new. 
Innovation is risky, and if a bureaucrat commit­
ted resources to a project that failed, his 
career would suffer. If the project succeeded, 
a superior would probably step in to claim the 
credit; certainly the official responsible would 
not be allowed to reap the personal profit that 
capitalist entrepreneurs can hope for as a 
reward for the risks they take in business. 

If a bureaucrat is tempted to take risks at 
all, he will choose those that do offer him 
financial reward; he will accept bribes. A 
controlled economy leads easily to a corrupt 
society; the more extensive the controls, the 
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But even when they achieved temporary 
power over a nation, as they did in Britain at 
the end of World War II, "democratic social ­
ists" never extended state ownership suffi ­
ciently to put basic political freedoms in 
imminent jeopardy. 

State ownership. along with centralized 
economic planning, is now so thoroughly 
discredited that most "democratic socialists" 
no longer display any enthusiasm for it. But 
the collapse of the socialist dream has not put 
an end to anti-capitalist emotions, which 
remain virulent and dangerous. 

Why is socialism inevitably self­
destructive? By its very nature, a state 
bureaucracy stifles individual freedom 
and initiative, impeding technological 
innovation and therefore economic pro­
gress. 

"I have said nothing about 
'democratic socialism,' and for 

In statements reflecting knowledge 
that the rational side of his mind thrusts 
upon him, Premier Bob Rae has publicly 
conceded the virtues of markets and 
entrepreneurship. On the other hand, 
his emotional distaste for capitalism has a very good reason. No such 

thing has ever really existed_II 
Innovation implies change --- the 

rise of new industries that often threa-
ten old ones with the prospect of decline and 
eventual death. Think of what the introduction 
of transistors did to the manufacturers of those 
once-familiar vacuum tubes. Destruction of the 
old goes hand in hand with creation of the 
new. 

Such changes shift wealth and power 
from one industry to another. In a capitalist 
system that happens spontaneously, through 
competition. In a socialist system it requires 
not only bureaucratic approval but bureaucra­
ti c initiative. Officialdom normally resists ideas 
for innovation ; the bureaucrats responsible for 
an endangered industry defend their turf, and 
they probably enjoy more seniority and weild 
more authority than the would-be innovators. 
Obviously, if an industry is in its infancy or not 
yet born, no bureaucratic empire can yet exist 
to advance its interests. 

F acing no competition , the entrenched 
bureaucrats in charge of estabiished indus-

greater the human urge (and need) to evade 
them, and thus the greater the opportunity for 
well-placed officials to enrich themselves ille­
gally. Bribery makes possible an underground 
"second economy" --- an economy in which 
free-market practices prevail, and which can 
therefore meet needs neglected by state 
planners. Such a "second economy," along 
with the associated corruption, became long 
ago a major feature of life in the Soviet Union. 

So far I have said nothing about "demo­
cratic socialism. " and for a very good reason. 
No such thing has ever really existed; it is a 
contradiction in terms. People called "demo­
cratic socialists" (like Canada's New Demo­
crats) have managed to remain democratic 
only by being much less than fully socialist. 

Any reduction in state ownership rein­
forces freedom and allows private enterprise a 
wider scope. Conversely, any increase in state 
ownership is a step in a dangerous direction. 
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led him to criticize the quest for indivi ­
dual financial gain in which entre­
preneurs engage. He has complained 
about the wealth and power of capital ­
ism's "unelected elite," though in fact 

everybody trying to survive in a competitive 
marketplace is constantly facing "election" by 
consumers free to take their business else ­
where. 

Socialism of the sort attempted in the 
Soviet Union and other Communist-ruled 
states purported to offer a constructive alterna· 
tive to the capitalist system. By contrast, the 
anti-capitalism of the New Democrats has no 
alternative to offer. Using such weapons as 
"employment equity" schemes and other 
manifestations of "big government" (meaning 
excessive state intervention in society), high 
taxes, and labour legislation biased in favour of 
unions, politicans like Bob Rae inflict damage 
on our capitalist economy without even 
attempting to replace it. It doesn't take a 
genius to figure out what that means for 
Ontario's (and therefore Canada's) global com­
petitiveness, on which the people's standard 
of living ultimately depends. 

<END > 
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